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7 t It adds to the Power of the Grown: © 
5 II. It ſecures the Eſtabliſhed Church. 


III. It wonld reconcile and bring in many of this. 
the Dilſenteri. And. 


1 IV. The Acts made to the contrary, hank neter 
| beeen the Produce of * W 
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I PRE to | the Confideraricn of the 
Moſt Reverend, and Ri ght Reverend Fat hers in 
| God, His Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Tork 
and the Lords Biſhops of Bath and Wells, Ros 
, 1 St, avid, 3 and Cbe 50e. | 
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& high Characters and Stations, 
2 ＋ EY: * N would have utterly diſcoun - 
N. | 2 tenanced ſuch a Preſumption 
of as this, had not a Publick 
Writer, very lately, Prejudged 
the Succeſs of an Affair, of the utmoſt 
Conſequence, that he ſuppoſes might come 


CC 


into 3 — this Seſſion, by beſpeaking, 


and, in a manner, Promi ſing, the Weight of 
your Lordſhip's great Authority, on one 


: ide of the Queſtion. 


Your Lordſhip's cannot but have obſerved 
wich n that of lr! Years ſome Zea- 


„598 


labert, have wn er diſturbed the 5 
of Society, and Neig bourhood and that 
the 'yery Term Church, which always deno- 
ted ſome what Sacred; ; and commanded Awe 


und Reverence, has been wantonly as well 
7 A La 


£4) 
3 the Sport- of. Faction, the 1 
Peliteaf Tool of a Party, and an Inſtru- 
ment of Miſchief: Inſomuch that thoſe Re- 
lations ſo neceſſary to the Publick Quiet, as 
that of a Subject, and a Neighbour, Have. 
been alm entirely deſtroyed. Tröe. Keli- 
gion is left out of Diſpute, and we are ſtill 
at War about Names. 
„While your, Lordſhip's lament . un- 
Happy 'Diviions, the Conſequerices too, 
muſt have come under your Notice; they 
have made their way into foͤme Bran- 
ches of the Legiſlature, and brought, in ſows 
555 into Practice, thoſe pernicious E US - 
Ciples ſo much cultivated. in the Times 
Anarchy, of Founding Dominion in Grace. 
The Subject has not been confidered” in his. 
Civil Relation, and as a Member of the Coth- 
munity; but as he ſtood affected towards 
that Party, which held the Rains, and there- 
fare has had. the Capacities of difcharging 
his Duty: ta the Publick, enlarged. or dimi- 
| yiſhed accordingly. Hence ſome Acts have 
paſſed, under a Notion of Securing, the Churcb, 
Which diſqualify a very great part of the 
Rach a from ſerying their Country, or. ſo 
nch as takeing up Arms in their fence 
Seine an Invader 1 49h 
Theſe Proceedings he lengthened. out 
Controverſies, both within and without dogrs; 
| and as they may, perhaps, come before that 
5 Legiſlature again, for a Review, in Which 
od Fordllp.s 8 haue. ſo conſiderable a.ſhare:; 3 
. | and 


* 
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Ind, with: the utmoſt Defference, and à moſt 
humble Submiſſion to your Lordſhip's great 
Knowledge, and Experience in ſuch Affairs, 
it is deſired that your Lordſhip's would 
vouchfafe to admit under your wiſe Conſi- 
deration {ome Reaſons, for putting all his 
Majeſty's Subjects into equal Capacities of 
ſerving their King and their Country; pre- 
ſuming that they may have their due weight 
whenever thoſe Matters may come before 
your Lordſhip's again in Parliament. 

But that theſe may be preſented to your 
Lord ſtii p's in the moſt advantageous manner, 
it is humbly begged Leave to obſerve, that 
2s this Controverſy has been hitherto mana - 
ged, viz. Whether the Diſſenters have an 
equal Right with the Eſtabliſh'd Church to 

Foot, becauſe, 1. This confiders not the Ser- 
vice which the Publick has Occaſion for, 

but the Reward of that Service; and ſo raiſes 
a needleſs and an invidious Emulation, flirg. 


up ill Blood, and continually adds Fuel to 
Party Striffs and Wranglings. 2. Becauſe 
the Natural Rights, in many Circumſtances, 
of a particular Member, is much more diff. 
cult to determine, than the general Good of 
the good of every Community, .neteſlarily; 
implys the Security of particular Rights, 
And therefore, with Sybmiſſian to your? 
Lordſhip's, the Queſtion in chf K ale. is not, 
whether all Sulijeitt haue an equal N | 


nn Re 23 


i} 


£43 


be ro the Profits or Advanta es of Serving : 


the Publick;, but, whether it is any Addition 
to the Publick: Authority, or. Security, .to have 
all its Members in an equal Capacity to da 
tbe Duties of that Relation. 
But prezous to determine in this Caſe, it 
may not be amiſs to explain our Concep- 
tions of nee or ſettle ſuch a 
Diſtinction, as it ma underſtaod, who 
art mrant to be Members of a Civil Commu- 
nity : ; or, in a proper Sence, the Subjects of a 
al Conftitution, and. who are not allowed 
tobe ſuch; cho living in the fame Neighe 5 
bourhood or Country. 1333 
Theſc are, to all Intents and Purpaſes, to | 
be deemed Members, ur Subjects, who —— 
form to all Laws in being, and are ready 
_ comply wi all Civil Teſts of Fi boy. 
which the Collective, or Supream Power, 
may judge neceſſary tocenjoin at any Time, 


| par hr Exigences of State, ſuch as Oæube of 


Milogiance, & c. But thoſe are not ſo who 
willl not ebby ſuch Laws, and comply eee 
ſuch Teſts 5 who maintain ſuch Pr 

as Are evaſixeiof all ſuch Obligations, ap thoſe | 
of: the Money - Church,” 1001277 7 


doln this View therefore a: in 


| Great-Bricgin are, ſtrictly Speaking, Members 
of, and Subjects 0 the Conſtitution or Le- 
gal Ruthofly. And as/fuch, herber they 
are in Communion with their Brethren, 
within .the)Eftabliſhment, or with any Con- 
Beezation, under what: Denomination ſoever, | 

* | 85 Ou t 


1 C7) 
out of i it; it is. conceived, whth al humble 
Submiſſion to your Lordſhip's; that they 
68ght to be upon an Equallity, as to th 
Civil Capacities, and Liberties, to ſerve the 


3 Publick, for the Hltowing Realons, Becauſe, 


EE I. E adds to he Power of the ern. 
Il. Ir ſecures the Eſablſbed Church. 

II. Ir wou reroncils and ins in mo of 
tbe Diſſenters. Aud. 
| IV. The Adr made to the contrary, have 
never been the Prodice 2 Mature De. 
ö | liberation, but of Party Zeal. 


4 That it — add th the Power if 7bz 
G end ſtrengtben the Conſtitution, it is 
humbly preſum'd your Lordſhips will allow, 
becauſe ſuch Power and ſuch Strength is al. 
ways, under the fame Laws, or Regulations, 
in Proportion to the Number who ſapport it. 
All ſuch Acts therefore which diveſt a Part 
of the Community of their Share in ſach Sup- 
port by Diſqualifications,are equally prejudici- 
alto the withdrawing ſo many from the Com 
munity, or diminiſhing the whole, by fo ma- 
uy: as are under thoſe Diſqualifications. . 
Ik any hereunto urge, that Places of _ 
er and Truſt, either Civil or Military, a 
not ſo _— but that they may be filled by 
Perſons of the Eſtabliſhed Church: To ſuch 
it may be returned, that'jrinumerableunfore- 
ſeen Difficulties, in forte Exigenties and Cir- 
b W _ arikc Uo 'thie Publiek doch 


A; _—_ 
ſuch a Limitation; (fox as to the equal 
Right of the Subject, it is thrown out of the 
Queſtion, and has been ſufficiently Debated 
long ſince) as in the Cafes of ſuddain Invaſis 
on, or Rebellion, both which this Kingdom 
has too often been threaten'd with; the moſt 
able and beſt qualify'd Perſons to head 'a ſuf- 
ficient Power to repell, or ſuppreſs ſach Evils 
in their Beginning, may be under IgA Diſ- 
qualifications for any Thing of Command, or 
Authority; ſo that a Landlord may be forced 


to carry a Muſket under his Tenant; or an 


experienc'd Perſon in ſuch. Affairs, be under 
the Direction of one who knows nothing of 
the Matter; or elſe the Publick muſt want 
their Service; which many Times, in ſuch 
Exigencies, may be of fatal Conſequence. 


And ſinee many of the King's Subjects have 
been thus in Fet 


thus *etters; the Publiek has expe- 
rienc'd divers Inconveniencies in the Militia ; 


in many Places there not being a ſufficient 


Number who underſtand the Buſineſs, and 
can comply with thoſe Qualifications; to Of- 
ficer the Regiments; ſo that they who have 
the Direction of thoſe Affairs, are under a 


Neceſſity of Commiſſioning Perſons utterl 

unskill'd in the Buſineſs, or ſuch as are dil- 
affected to the Government, which is much 
worſe; as the Conſequence of having Men 


in Arms under ſuch Commanders, has been 
experienced to be very fatal and miſchievous; 
when any publick Occafion, or Diſturbances 
have calleg for their Service. The City of 


F 


61 


fades has too erieyouſl y felt this, becauſe that 
very Power that has been called upon, for 
their e n by this Means has been of- 


ten turned againſt them; and thoſe ver 
Perſons who were commiſſioned to ſupprets 
Diſturbances, upon certain Occaſions, have, 

from the Inſtigation of contrary Principles, 
frequently connived at, and ſometimes abet- 
ted and encourag'd them. And this is now 
articularly complained of, by many of the 
Ty in the Tower Hamlets, that they 
cannot Officer their Companies, with. proper 
| Perſons, that are hearty i in the Intereſt of the 
| preſent Government, and Encouragers of 
| thoſe Principles that are its Support, by Rea- 

5 ſon of Parliamentary Diſqualifications. 

Bat the greateſt Prejudice to the City in 
particular, from this Unequality of Civil Ca- 
pacity in the Sübject, is in their Council, 
which is annually choſen. For many Wards 
cannot find the Number, it is their Priviledge 
to be repreſented by, that are well qualify? d 

for ſuch a Truſt, by their natural and acqui- 
red Endo m ments, fr who are either diſabled 
from Serving, or by their Diſaffection to the 
Government, and Propagation- of Principles 
and Meaſures to its Detriment, are not fit to 
be ſo intruſted; the Inconveniencies of which 
have been found very great in many Inſtan- 
ces, too tedious to particularize to your Lord- 
ſhips ; and which may at ſome Time or other, 
be yet attended by worſe Conſequences, if 
+ MW fecal £0 _ 
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they are not unbound, who are the ſt 

Gr Se for ſuch Services. nds 
And in the Commiſſion of the Peace, the 
Grievances hence ariſing, are equally mani- 
feſt and dangerous. Many Places, in the 


. have not Perfons fit and ſkilful to 


act in {uch an Office, that are not hereby 

diſabled to ſerve in it; fo that for the Ma- 

nagement of the publick Buſineſs, there is 
1 Neceſſity of putting in ſuch Perfons, who, 


thro! their Prejudices and Diſaffections, watch 
all Opportunities of encouraging an Intereſt 
contrary to that of the Government; and as 
far as is conſiſtent with their Safety, will en- 


courage and ſhelter the Enemies of our pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhent, at the ſame Time that they 


exerciſe all the Rigour and Severity in their 


Power, upon all thoſe who are known to be 
its Friends. 


That this is one of the unhappy conſe- | 
quences to the Publick, of Civil Diſqualfica= 
tions, cannot but have too often come before 


your Lordſhips Notice. During the late un- 


natural Rebellion, it is too remarkable how 
the Neceſlity hereby of Commiſſioning diſaf- 


fected Perſons in the Peace, gave Life to, and 
animated that wicked Cauſe; becauſe that 


Authorit oy which ſhould have 'been zealouſly 
in the Cruſhing it, was in the 
' Hands of thoſe who were well-Wiſhers to it, 


employe 


and Secretly. aſſiſted in it, if not Openly, 
tho' one melancholly Inſtance there has been 


of the laft Demand of the Law * a 4 


„„ | 
; . 
ſion in this Commiſſion, who was convicted of 
Acting himſelf in that execrable Attempt. 
Theſe are - Confiderations which cannot 
but have their due Weight in your Lord- 
ſhips impartial Judgment; and muſt prevail 
with every one who has at Heart the Intereſt 
of his Country, to endeavour the Removal 
of the Cauſe, by putting every Britiſo Sub- 
jet upon the ſame Capacity of Diſcharging 
his Duty to the Publick, and giving thereby 
to the Grown a greater Power for its De- 
fence, becauſe it will add to the Number of 
its Servants, and ſupply ſuch a choice of 
_ Perſons, for all Employs, as are heartily in 
its Intereſt. r 
Many other Conſiderations of Moment 
might be offered to your Lordihips upon 
this Head, of Enlarging the Power of the 
Crown, by enlarging not only the Number 
of Servants, but imploying many of greater 
Abilities ' and Fidelity; which are here wa- 
ved, in Regard to the Value of your Lord- _ 
ſhips Time, which is not to be diverted, but 
by what is of the laſt Importance. And at 
this Time more eſpecially, your Lordſhips 
cannot but with uncommon Satisfaction u- 
I nite in any Meaſures, for the Support and 
Encreaſe of & Power, now in Poſſeſſion of a 
Prince, who deſpiſes all Greatneſs, but what 


N Eat. M Wo 


. ariſes from the ſtricteſt Juſtice, and ſets no 
1 Value on Power further than it adminiſters 
n Occaſion of doing Good ; of Protecting the 
> | Community over which it preſides, and 
f . „ keeping 


C12) 


keeping in Awe all thoſe who are Enemies 


to its Proſperity. So that every Addition 


of Power to the Sovereign, is now a new Ac- 
quiſition of Felicity to the People, and making 


the King Great, is truly making .the Subjedt | 
Happy; and therefore none, it is preſumed, 


can be either jealous of its Enlargement, or 


againſt any Meaſures for its Increaſe, unleſs. 


thoſe who will for its utter Subverfion, and 


are in the [ntereſt of 1 its ns Enemies. - | 


REASON II. 1 adds 70. the Security 1 | 


tbe Church. 


It is ; with the utmoſt r nd Concern, 
that there is any Occaſion of explaining to 


'your Lordſhip's, what is hereby deſired to | 
be underſtood by the Term Church: for 


ſuch has been the abuſe of i it, of late, chat it 


is almoſt left a Sound without A Meanin 


Here therefore is meant, all thoſe in chat 


Communion, whoſe Diſcipline, and Ceremo- 


nies, are agreed to, and ſettled by, the Legi- 
ſlative Part of the Natiop, of which the 
King is Supream Head. . And herein I beg 
Leave to be ſo particular, hecauſe, moſt, in their 


Debates of this kind, confound the Poctrine 4 
and Credends of Religion, which are deriva- 
ble only from a Divine Authority, with the 

\Ceremonial Part of Worſhip, which is deter- 
minable by Humane Authority, and is in- 
differently in the Choice of every Congrega- 

oma or FONTS which * itgreatly | I 
. — | 1 o 
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£23) | 
to be wiſhed, that People would learn to 
E underſtand, by this Term, when ufed with 
regard to Doctrines, all ml who are of 
| the ſame: Faith, as to the Eſſentials of Reli- 


gion; and then all Proteſtants are of the 


3 fame Church, of which Chrift only is the 
Headz, and when it is uſed with Relation 

3 - to ſuc Humane 'Laws and Authority as oy 
ſettles the Ceremonies and Difcipline, 'as it 
is limited to our own Courtry, they would 
underftand that Church, to which is added, 
as by Law Efabliſb'd, becauſe the Civil Au- 
thority made it ſuch, and Wer the King 
Head rhereof. 

In this Senſe ieee and in no other, 
it is preſumed your Lordſhip's would pleaſe to 
have th GEA ren of Ihe Chureb of England as 
by Lam Eſtabliſbed, extend. This undertaking, 

then, is only to offer it, with all Humility, 
to your Lordihip's, That the Church will w 
rendered much mote Secure, by every thing 
that is an addition to the Power of the 
Croma; becauſe, upon ſuch an Eſtabiſment, 
it is ſo Inter woven, and made a Part of the 
Civil Conſtitution, that one cannot Subſiſt 

but by the other; and that therefore the 

Sturity, or Dunger of the Church, will al- 

ways be, as is the Security, or Danger of the 

State, becauſe they are inſeperable. It muſt 
be confeſſed, indeed, that we have been much 
a larmed with a Church, Suu always 

been upon a INOS 3 
encreaſing with the * 2 che Stare j 
ide OG - an 


(14 4) 

; BY and its Securit arifing from the Deſtruction 

i of the Civii Power, But it cannot be hid 

do your Lordſhip's Penetration, who muſt 

| be the Agents in ſuch Out-crys, and that a 
Church ſo conſtituted, can only be a Branch 


TE of that which exerciſes the worſt of Tyran- 
|. ies over both the Civil and Religious Rights 
1191. of all within the Reach of her Power; and. 
$1088 that ' the Promoters of ſuch Notions: want 


. — — _ — : 
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rather to invade us with a New Church, 
than to Eſtabliſh, upon a better NW that 
10 which we have already. 101-3 e 
. One Memorable, and for ever to be Lamented 
an Inſtance, we have of this near Relation, or 
| rather Union, of the Church with the State, 
[ If} in the unhappy Reign of King Charles 1. 
| Ass the Crown ſhook, the Church trambled, 
18 till at laſt both fell into the ſame: Grave 
together; tho' then, indeed, the Name was 
kept alive, but in the ſame manner only 
as it is now, when diveſted of its Civil Eſta- 
bliſkment, to propogate Confuſion, and ſerve 
the wicked Purpoſes of crafty Statelmen, and „ 
ol Politicians. 0 
100 In a true, therefore, and proper Senſe, it E's 
will amount even to Demonſtration; that eve. 
Addition to the Power of the Crown, muſt 
be an Addition to the Security 0 4 the Church. 
And for that very deſirable End, the Na- 

tion has not only all the Security, and Aſ- | 
ſirances immaginable, from the Nature of + | 
U Things, and the very Genius and Texture f 
1 the on, but om the repeated moſt 
: g gracious 


9 

gracious Promiſes from the Throne. His 
Majeſty has, upon all Occaſions, declared his 
concern for that Part of the Conſtitution, 

and engaged in the moſt Solemn manner, his 
Royal Word in its Support and Encouragement; 
and which is more than all, has demonſtrated 
in every Part of his wife Adminiſtration, the 
Sincerity of ſuch Declarations. Your Lord- 
ſhip's therefore, tis preſumed, cannot but 
conſider, with ſome concern, the Uneaſineſs 
of many, who lament the Diminution of a 
Power, by Parliamentary Incapacities, fo 
neceſſary as that of the Crown to the Pro- 
tection of a Church, they have the moſt 
ſincere Zeal for; and therefore, with the ut- 


moſt Humility, your Lordſhip's great Weight - 
in Parliament, is implored in the Redreſs of 


fuch Grievances, when it ſhall come before 
| You, in a proper manner, to decide hereapon; 
Howſoever your great Names have been be- 

ſpoke on the other ſide. - 5 
We cannot be at all apprehenſive of your 
Lordſhips giving into the Jealouſy of any 
| Dangers to the Eſtabliſhed Church, by a Re- 
moval of the legal Diſqualifications, and let- 
ting Proteftants of all Denominations into an 
equal Share of Employ under the Crown; 
Becauſe your Lordſhips have larger Views, 
and form a Judgment upon much juſter 


. Grounds than thoſe of inferiour Rauk and 


Capacity; who do not rightly diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Religion and a Name, and cannot tell 
the Difference between a Syſtem of Doctrines 


| 7 * * 
and Articles, by which the whole Chriſtian 
Proteſtant World are of the Church of Cbriſt, 
as having their Force and Authority from 
Him only, and againſt which the Gates of 
Hell have never prevailed, nor never ſhall; 
and a Scheme of Diſcipline and Ceremonies, | 
in the Power of every Community to make 
for themſelves, and Which is the very Ef- 
ſence of the Church of Exgland, as by Law. 
Eſtabliſhed, of which, a Temporal Prince 
is the Head, and which has been prevailed, 
againſt, and may be again, whenſoever its 
Civil Head upon the Throne ſhall be ſo limi- 
ted in his Power, as not to be able to de- 
fend it. Your Lordſbips can fee. that this 
Church, which is Civil and Parliamentary, 
. & beſt ſecured by adding to the Power of the 
Crown, which is its Protection; and by ſo 
doing contributes to the Security of the Pro- 


_ teſtant Religion in general; becauſe the Do- 


. Arines of Feſus Chriſt are maintained therein 
moſt pure and. uncorrupted; and in which, 
the Diſſenters being as expreſs and firm 
as thoſe of the Eſtabliſhment, it is impoſſible, in 
reality, to fear any danger from them, as it is a 
Church of Chrift,, and as a National Church, ; 
the Crown muſt always interpoſe between 
Them, and any Attempts to alter it, becauſe 
ſuch Attempts can never ſucceed without Un- 
hinging the whole Conſtitution; and making 
the Deſtruction of the Regal Authority, the 
| Forerunner of t of the Church. 5 
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The-. great Deterenoe we owe e to yout | 
Lordſhips, makes us very tender in 


Y furesthat may in the leaft ſavour of Unchi- 
. ritableneſs; but it is preſumed, that upon an 


impartial Survey of that part of the Nation, 
which is thus for Cram ping the Regal Au- 


thority, by laying in Fetters a great Part of 
its Subjects, they will be found either ſuch, 


a8 thro a Covetouſneſs of the Profits of Ser- 
ving the Crown, expect their Account moſt; 
by keeping it in the fewer Hands, or thofe 
who have'Views in Purſuit, which the Regal 
Authority, will always be xi-Bar àgainſt. 
For every, one who loves his Country, muſt 
love the Religion thereof, or be 4 Friend to 
its Preſervation, becauſe it is the grand Ce- 
ment ot its. Intereſt; and as the Eſtabliſhed 
National Church is the main Bulwark of that 


| Religion, by ſupporting its Doctrines in their 


Sreateſt Purity, ſo they muſt be equally 
riends to that Eſtabliſhmerit ; and, in Or- 


der to ſecure it, be willing to join in any 
- Meaſures of Sttengthening the Power of the 
"= CW, becauſe. That is its Froteckiod: 1 112 
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Lencile the Diſſeniters, An bring them in- 
to the ee 565 G the. 4 
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beſt Methods of making Proſelytes; there is 


no Room for Argomene to take Place upon 
„„ any 
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any one, untill kind Treatment has broughr 


the Perſon in an Error, to a good or favou- 
rable Opinion of him who would convince 
him of his Miſtakes. - As nothing draws ſo 
powerfully as the Chord of Love, ſo no- 
thing can more effectually confirm any one 
in his Miſtakes, as to prejudice him againſt 


thoſe of a contrary Opinion, in Poſſeſſion of 


the Truth, by Severities. But it muſt be al- 
together needleſs to obſerve to your Lord- 
ſhips any thing from ſuch Conſiderations, be- 


cauſe your great Penetration and Inſight into 
human Nature, and your great Knowledge 
and Experience in the Genius of Chriſtia- 
nity, cannot but thoroughly have appriſed 

our Lordſhips of the true and generous 
— ſuch Meaſures are beſt influenced 


It may not, however, be amifs to obſerve, 
with all Humility, to your Lordſhips, that 
the Eftabliſhed Church never got Ground, 
by any Oppreſſions or Unkindneſſes whatſo- 
ever, over thoſe not in her Communion. © 
For this, we need not go back further than 
the Reign of King Charles the Firſt; ſince 
which, there has been very remarkable Inſtan- 

ces of the Effects, both of Mildneſs and Seve- 


rity. In that unhappy Reign, did the Church 
carry it with ſo high a Hand, over her Bre- 


thren in Diſſention from her Ceremonies on- 


ly, that at length ſhe brought the Authority 


of the Crown fo far into her Unchriſtian 
Meaſures, as to- oppreſs them in their Civil 
E Fs 5 F @ 4 x ; . | 1 iberties 5 
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Liberties, and Enjoyments ; the Diſenters . 
. ceaſed not only to be treated as Chriſtians 
and Subjects, but had hardly the Regards due 
to them as Fellow Creatures. Which ill 
Uſage, in a future Concurrence of Incidents, 
= ſufficiently ſnewed the Fruits of ſo ill a 
1 Seed; and the Hatred confirmed in them, by. 
" KF fuch ill Treatment, diſcovered it ſelf after 

Wards in Reſentments, and a Vengeance, that 
deſtroyed both thoſe Authorities that had u- 
nited in their Oppreſſion. The great Weak-- 
neſs of the Crown, indeed much contributed. 

| hereunto; for when that was once diſhonou- 
rably el to the Ambition and Luſt 
of ſome Cburch- Men, a common Enemy took 
Advantage of that unhappy Poſture, arid. 
_ undoubtedly much contributed to the Suc- 
ceſs, of the Injured, in their Revenge; and 
were the ſecret Prompters of thoſe Mea- 
ſures which brought the whole Kingdom into 
2 Scene of Blood and Confuſion, . And it 
is with the utmoſt Grief, that we cannot 
forbear here of particularly obſerving to your 
Lordſhips, that the Pride of the Archbiſhop, 

in raiſing the Power of the Church above the 


R 5 


© 1 Power of Godlineſs, was the greateſt Inſtr ; 

: ment in that unnatural Tragedy; and that 
he Weakneſs of the King in going into 

1" ſich an Alliance, was the Deſtruction both of 

Y I himſelf and his Kingdoms; and the Miſchiefs , 
8 which enfued, how grievous ſoever, are Tan; 
= | ther to be deemed the Effects of Reſentment, 

— | than Principle, : 
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The Reftauration ſet the Grown and Church 


once again upon their common Foundation, 
and the Byaſs ran as ſtrong upou the giver | 
Extream. Puritaniſm gave my to open De- 
bauchery; and Ranting and Pr 


ofanity tock 
Place of Phanaticiſin, till at laſt, in m 


Wantonneſs, and for Sport ſake, rather than 


out of any Principle, or good Policy, were 
the Diſenters harreſſed, dragooned, and plun- 


dered, in fuch manner, that they were de- 
barred from Worſhip ; their Goods were ſie- 


zed ; and their Perſons thrown into the com- 
mon Priſons. - And how remarkable muſt it 
have been to your Lordſhips ? to ſee how thoſe 
Crueltics united all the diſagreeing Sectaries 


into one common Intereſt, and made them, 


by Oppreflion, more ſtanch in their Princi- 
ples, and confirmed their Difſention into an 


Infaverable Obſtinacy, and Hatred againſt that 
_ Church, for whoſe Safety this Was pretended 


to have been done. 
The ſucceeding Reign was, in a very un⸗ 


common manner, remarkable for the Crown” "th 


coaxing them again with their Liberties, in 
hopes of making their Reſentments againſt the 
Eftabliſhed Church, for paſt Injuries, Inſtru- 
ments of ruining It, to let in That of Rome; "hy 
bat yet ſo firm were they to the true Intereſt 
of 3 Country, as generouſly to fall in 
with all proper Meaſures for. Preſerving the. | 
Cburc h, becauſe they were ſenfible, the 1 
teſtant Religion, and their Civil Liberties, 
youll ok 4 in _ a] which, as it muſt | 
i 5 needs 


E222 
needs be 2 Proof with your Lordſhips, of 
the Diſſenters ſincere -Regard to the Church, 
as part of the Conſtitution, fo it is hoped, it 

will be to all others a Conviction of their 
. Readineſs to unite in her Defence againſt any 
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common Danger; and the happy Conſequen- 
ces of ſuch a Concurrence, will always be re- 
member'd witu the utmoſt Gratitude to the 


" Inftruments of it, by all who have any Senſe 
'of, and Value for, their Religion, and Civil 


Privileges; becauſeit brought the Nation un- 
der a new Head, who not only took care ta 
have thoſe invaluable Bleſſings ſecured to it, 


during that Reign, but, from his wiſe Fore- 


ſight, alfo tranſmitted them to Poſterity. | 


4 
. * 7 


| Th 1. was. it that the Chu#ch reaped 6 the 
happy and pleaſing Fruits of Aodaratian, and 
Chriſtian Charity; the Example of à Prince, 


full of natural Goodneſs and E umavity, ſoon 


influenced thoſe in a ſubordinate Power tg. 


draw. into. Practiee ſo heavenly - a Pattern. 
The narrow Diſtinctions, between. thoſe f 
the Eſtabliſhment, and the Diſſanters there- 


from, were almoſt forgot; Men were acted 


by more generous Matiwes; and to ſerve Gad 
and their Country, as far as their Capacities 


. enabled them, almoſt grew the common Re- 
ligion of the Nation. Then it was the Di: 
enter was eaſy, and then it was that the 


Church flouriſhed; becauſe Brotherly Love, 
and the Exerciſe of Charity, made the Diſ- 
ſenter begin to reſpe& the Church, as Fellow 


Chriſtians, and not as Perſecutors and Op- 


preſlors, 


preſſors; and, to many Perſons Knowledge 
now living, the Meetings grew thin, and the 
Pariſh Churches were crowd et. 
And your Lordſhips. muſt have taken No- 
tice of the happy Influence of ſuch generous | 
Principles upon the ſucceeding Reign; be- 
cauſe They trained up ſuch a Nurſery of 


Heroes and Patriots, as made the World fear + 


and admire them. The Queen and the Pro- 
reſtant Religion, then were equally the 
Wonder of the Earth; and there was no 
Diſtin&ion, or Contention, between the Sub- 
jects of Great Britain, but who loved their 
Country and their Sovereign beſt. But —— 
Goa, at length, for our Sins, took away this 
lovely Proſpect. A Miniſter of Darkneſs, 3- 
larms the Nation with a horrible Phantome, 
under the Diſguiſe, and Appellation, of a 
Church; the whole Conſtitution ſhook at 
the Appearance, and, without a ſingular Inter- 
poſition of Providence, muſt have fallen inte 
utter Ruin. Upon that fatal Turn, a Name. 
only, triumphed again over Religion; and 
all the Ties, and Obligations of publick So- 
ciety, were moſt wickedly violated, as well 
as the Duties of private Life, which brings 
us to the laſt Reaſon, to which, with the 
utmoſt Submiſſion, is begged your Lord- 
| ſhips Attention, upon this important Af- 


©. REASON 


R FASO N IV. All obo for G 6 
vil Diſqualifications, have not been the 


| Produce of mature Deliberation, ſo much 
45 of Pariy Heat. Toy 


This cannot be taken Notice of, but with. 
the utmoſt concern, eſpecially to your Lord- 
ſhip's, who muſt have too true a Regard to the 

Honour of things Sacred, and of a Religious 

Import, to ſee them Proſtituted to Secular 
| purpoſes, without a due Abhorrence of ſuch 
Practices. When ſuch a Party, or Faction, 
get the Aſcendant, that liſts under the Name 
of Church ;, and Strips it from Religion to 


make it a Tool of State; then all theſe, in- 


deed, as are not of their Complection, and 
cannot go their Lengths, ſhall be Branded 
for Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, or any Name of 
Reproach, ſufficient to render them obnoxi- 
 ousto the Legiſlative Power, and procure ſuch 
Acts as may diſqualify them from a Mem- 
berſhip 1 in the Community ; that is, of ſerv- 
ing their Country in any employ, the Go-- 
vernment may have Occaſion for them in. 
And never have things run high in this 


Channel, but when under the Influence, of 


narro'v and. ſelfiſh, or very wicked and 
traiterous Deſigns. 


In that thovghtleſs, wanton, Reed, when = 
the Wealth and Strength of the Nation, was 


draining off as faſt as poſſible to ſupport the 
Extrayagancies of a Debauch'd 9 at 
| ome, 
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Home, and Favour the deſtructive G eatge ſs 
of a Neighbouring Monarch; then was 
moſt half the Nation Bound under a Pretence 
of the Church, but with a real Intention to 
make the Conſtitution fill the eaſter Sacri- 
fice. When Debauches, and Profligates, were 
pic Patriots of their Country, an Was 
iving up the cheapeſt way to a K otreign 
3 then was Religion baniſhed for an 
mpty, Name, and . the Nation was to. haye 
the Sanction of the Churches Seal to its 
Ruin: Under Pretences of Serving and Se- 
curing that, the beſt Subjects are Tg in 
Chains, Aud the Saving the Church, is im- 
piouſly made a Handle, jor deſtroying the 
Fes 6 

And how much better Times, and letter 
ProfpeRts were haſtening upon us, when lately 
the ſame Engine was 8 againſt: the Na- 
tion. The Church, broke our moſt Solemn 
Engagements and Alliances ; The Church be- 
trayed our Confederates, and made a Sacri- 
fice of the diſtreſſed in our Protection; The | 
Church divided a Victorious Army; The 
Church hudled up an Ignomious Peace; and 
The Church for our laſting Security after all 
thoſe glorions Exploits, binds in Fetters, half 
the Subjects in the Kingdom. 5 
When theſe things, my Lords, come be- 
fore your Seridus Review; and you conſi- 
der how near, how very near, the Nation 
has been b ſought to Peſtruction, by theſe 
holy Ardfices, it is not at all doubted, but 
your 
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- your Eordſhip's will concur in all, Meafureg 
proper, to retrive the Honour and Glory of 


the, Britiſh Conſtitution, and bring Affairs 
back to that happy Poſture, when we loved 


one another as Brethren, and Fellow Chriſti- 
ans, and heartily united for the Publick 


Good ; by the Stricking off theſe Shakles, 


which are not only the continual Promoters 
and Incentives of ill Blood and Hatred; but alſo 


* 


the great weakners of that Power, which is 


our common Protection. 


Thus, my Lords, with the utmoſt Humi- 


theſe few Reaſons, out of a great many; 


which might be Suggeſted, to ſhew the Ad- 


vantages that would accrue to the Publick, 
by placeing all his Majeſty's Subjects upon an 
equal Foot, with Relation to their Civil 
Capacities, And this has been done with 


the utmoſt Brevity in Regard to the great 
Value of every Moment of your Lordſhip's 


Time. But if Leiſure will. admit of an 


further Review, of what may be Suggeſted . 


from ſo mean an Inſtrument, as this comes 
from, your Lordſhip's attention is humbly 
prayed to theſe After Conſiderations © 
That we deſire with Earneſtneſs. not to 


be . underſtood, concerning, adding to the 


Power of the Crown: For it muſt be owned 
that a Power therein, may be: ſo great, as 


juſtly to create Jealouſies, and Uneaſineſſes, 
in the People. For 5 good Prince can- 


N 


not 


| „„ 
not be too abſolute, in his Authority, becauſe 
he will always conſult, and act, for the 
good of his Subjects; yet if ſuch a one be 
complimented into a Power, over which the 
People have no Check, and that be tranſ- 
mitted to Poſterity; humane Frailties may, 
in ſome, privatl 4 as to employ ſuch a 
Power to Miſchievous Purpoſes, and to the 
great Detriment of the Community.” 
Of any approaches towards fuch a Power 
the People of the Britiſh Nation, are moſt 
Apprehenſive of a Standiug Army; that is 
of fuch a Military. Power, at the Command 
of a Prince, as exceeds what is neceſſary for 
Guards and Garriſons, in time of Peace. But 
your Lordſhip's will readily diſcern that, 
any Additition to ſuch a Power, is ſo far 
from being Suggeſted, or deducible, from any 
of the foregoing Reefens, that it is quite 
the contrary; for they plead only for Streng- 
thening the Civil Authority of the Crown. 
And my Lords, in Proportion to the en- 
creaſe. of That, with the other be always 
lefs wanted. How much the more all Ci- 
vil Employs are diſcharged by Perſons of 
Ability and Fidelity, by ſo much the leſs 
- the Nation liable to Diſturbances, and 
confequently will their be leſs Occafion- for 
aà Soldiery; for that Power in time of Peace, 
is no other but an Auxilliary to the Civil, 
and to be called in only when Diſorders run 
too high for the Magiſtrates to Correct. To 
leſſen therefore any Oceaſions, for ſuch 
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Help, which is not only diſſagreeable to the 
People, but alſo expenfive to them, the moſt 


ready and ſure way is to Strengthen the 


Civil Power; which is Strengthening the 
Crown in ſuch a manner, as from the very 
Nature of things, adds uppon all Ac- 


counts to the Security of the People; becauſe 


ſuch a Strength ariſes from the chearfull 
and Faithful diſcharge of Duty in the Sub- 
ject, to the Community ; ſo that inſtead of 
making any part of the State dangerous, to 


any other part of the State, it is the moſt 
naturall Bond and Cement of a mutual In- 


tereſt, and makes the Welfare of the Crown 


and the Subject inſeperable. 


By how much the more Faithfully che 


King is ſerved in Civil 3 y, fo much 
the leſs Occaſion will there | 


will th e for the un- 
grateful and Expenfive aid of a Military 


Power. And the late Rebelliou, ſupplys us 
with too convincing Arguments of this 


truth. The Legal Incapacities, under which 


ine delt Friends wo their Country hy brand 
in the cloſe of the late Reign, made 
ceſſary to ſupply many Civil Poſts: of great 


it ne- 


Conſequence, and Truft, with Perſons, muck 


more inclined to an Intereſt that was con- 
_ triving our Deſtruction, than that of pre- 
ſerving the Honour of their Country, their 


Religion and Liberties. ' This made ealy. way 
for a Rebellion, when Perſons dared openly 
avow their Prejudices to the Proteſtant Suc- 


belſion, and their Affections to à Ruler, who © | 
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could never be had without a Subverfion 
of the Conſtitution © both in Church and 
State; and all without Impunity, or  Diſcou- 
Tagement from the Magiſtrate. And this 
being the unhappy Poſture of Affairs in 
which his preſent Majeſty found this Na- 
tion; and a Rebellion, hatched up under the 
Influence of thoſe fatal Meaſures, breaking 
out ſoon after his Majeſty's Acceſſion to the 
Crown, a great charge was neceſſarily put 
upon the Nation, to raiſe a Military Force, 
to reſettle thoſe Diſturbances, which grew 
out of an ill Diſtribution and uſe of the 
Civil Power. For had all Commiſſions of 
the Peace, Leiutenancy, Militia, and ſuch 
like Poſts, been filled with Perſons of Zeal 
and. Fidelity to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
your Lordſhip's, and all the conſiderate part 


of Mankind, will believe, that thoſe Traiterous 


Intentions might have been cruſhed in Em- 
bryo, and the Rebellion ſtifled in its Birth; 
whercby a vaſt Expence would have been 


- faved to the Nation; and many Lives have 


been ſaved, that were Joſt in the Field, or 
Forfeited. by the Laws. | His Majeſty in. : 
| deed, as ſoon as could be, turned out many 


Diſaffected Perſons and filled their Places 


with the beſt that could be found within 
the Legal Qualifications, but thoſe Fatal 
Bonds tyed the Hands of ſo many, that, as 
it has been already obſerved to your Lord- 
ſhip's, many Places were forced to remain 


in the Execution of ſuch who eſpouſed and 


_ aſſiſted 
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aſſiſted the Caiſe of the Enemy, rather than 
that of their King and Country. 


We cannot therefore but with the” ut- 
moſt Earneſtneſs, that 1s conſiſtent: with the 


Deference, due to your Lordſhips great Cha- 
racters and Stations, intreat, that an Affair 
of ſuch great Importance to the common 
Good, may have its due Weig ht in 


your Lordihips Determinations; "a that 


no partial Regards may come into Compe- 


tition with the Intereſt of our Sovereign, 
and the Proſperity of his Kingdoms. Tho? 


the Salaries and Profits of many Civil 


Employs, have too much their Influence, 


upon ſome ſelfiſh \ little Minds, who are 


therefore for Engroſſing them within he 
Church's Pale, not for any Security to 
That,” but for” their private Advantage 
yet we are certain, that much more = 
tenſive Views, and much 'more -generous 
Motives, will weigh with your Lordſhips 


in this momentous” Debate; while ſuch con! 


tider the Poſts for their Profits only, your 


Lordſhips will regard them as they are 
in themſelves, Fortreſſes- and Securities to 


the Government; and therefore purſue 


ſuch laudable and generous Meaſures, as beſt 
provide for their Supply, with Perſons, who. 
will beſt anſwer the important Ends of 
Government, and the true Purpoſes for f 


which they are conſtituted. 8 
How mean and unjuſt, as well as invi- 


duous, do ſome Perſons, who would put 


ä 1 themſelves 


SE (88) 
themſelves off for great Friends to the 
Church, argue? When they ſay, How can 
thoſe who are not of the CHURCH, . put 
in any Pretenfions to its Profits? For ſuch 
hereby not * confound the Church of | 
England with the Church of Chriſt, but al- 
ſo erect 1t into the Seat of the Sovereign. 
For, as it has before been juſt ſuggeſted 
to your Lordſhips, The Church of England 
as by Law Eſtabliſhed, is not any more a 
' Church of Chriſt, than the Church of Scot- 


land, or any other National Church, of 


Proteſtant Chriſtians, who all agree in the 
ſame Eſſential Articles; becauſe it only 
makes a Part of That Church, and there- 
fore, upon that Foot, has nothing to claim 
of ſuperiour Merit before the Diſſenters, 
who are equally Members with themſelves, 
Beſides, in this reſpeQ, the Employs here 
contended about, have no Relation to it. 
If then the proper and true Sonſe be af- 
fixed to it, and by it is meant, that Part 
of the Kingdom which are in Communi- 
en, upon ſuch Terms and Obſervances, 
which the | Civil Legiſlative Power ' has 
thought meet to order, for Decency, in the 

Externals of Worſhip, and Diſcipline; then 
ſuch Reaſoners uſurp a Power not their 
Due, and the Creature lifts it ſelf above 

the Creator, by aſſuming a Right which is 
only in the Nation's common Head upon 
the Throne, and arrogating That to a 
Part of the Conſtitution, which is og: 
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ces. 
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ed in the Sovereign for the good of the 
whole. te L 


The Enquiry therefore in this Caſe, we 


humbly preſume to your Lordſhips, is, 
not whether ſuch a one is a Church- man, 


or not; but whether ſuch a one be a 
good Subjef, and is ready to give any 
Civil Pledge of his Affection and Fideli- 
ty to the Government. There is none 
indeed can diſpute it, but that an boneff 


Cburc hman muſt be a good Subject: But, 


my Lords, once again we beg Leave to 
remind you, that this Title has been ſo 
ſhamefully, and miſchievouſly abuſed of 


late, that the Enemies, both of our Reli- 


gion and Government, have moſt arrogated 


it to themſelves ; inſomuch, that lately the 


moſt enormous Crimes have been perpe- 
trated under its Sanction; and the Term 
now is oftner aſſumed, and more noiſed a- 
bout, by Rebels, than by Perſons of any 
Regard to Religion, or the Good of their 
Country. When therefore thoſe Intruders 


and Impoſtors are diſown'd, and the Church 


comes to be reſettled upon its proper and 


legal Foundation, it cannot be donbted, 
but that your Lordſfhips will find fo much 


Affinity between all under that Compre- 
henfion, and their Proteſtant Brethren, who 
are out of, as to aſſiſt in giving the Crown, 
that is, in other Words, the publick Com- 
munity, an equal Privilege of their Servi- 


. 


There are other pretended Advocates för 
the Church too, who cannot think of à 
Diiſſenter, but they preſently talk of Un- 
dermining, and Sapping Foundations, But 
your Lordſhips, and all under your Influ- 
fluence and Directions, cannot be at all af- 
fected by ſuch Deluſory Sounds. The Diſ- 
enters are ſtrictly and abſolutely of the 
ſame Religion, as thoſe within the Natio- 
nal Communion, how much ſoever Incen- 
diaries, and the Enemies, of the Nation's 
Peace and Happineſs, endeavour to widen 
and aggravate the Difference. And while 
the Church arrogates no Power that be- 
longs not to her, nor draws down any 
Aids from the Crown, by groundleſs Inſi- 
nuations againſt her Proteſtant Brethren, 
as ſome Hot-Heads have heretofore done 
in the Reigns of weak Princes, the Diſ- 
. ſemters envy them not, and have nothing o 
' diſpute with them for; nor is it any thing, 
the Laws-of-the. Kingdom give the Church, 
but what the wiſeſt amongſt them know it 
in their Intereſt to. wiſh well to, and uſe _ 
their utmoſt Endeavours in its Support; fo 
far are they from Sapping any of its Fun- 
Aations. And the worſt of their Enemies 
cannot produce any one Charge againſt them, 
of attempting any thing to the Prejudice 
or Diſquiet of the Church, when the 
Church has not firſt provok'd them, by Ex- 
erciſing ſume Power to their Prejudice, not 
within their Juriſdiction, either from a 
V/ ⁊/ ⁊̃ ,., ᷑⁊̃ 
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Divine, or humane Origen. - So. far tlierefore 


Will your Lordſhip's be from finding any dan- 


ger to 8 Church from the Diſſenters, that 


when they equally enjoy the Priviledges of 
the Community, and the Publick Exigen- 
ctes have equally their Services, they will 
be mutually a {upport to each other, and 


Jointly add a much greater Strength to th 


Government. 


WS with the utmoſt concern and even 
Horrour, that it is almoſt impoſſible to cloſe 


this Subject, withqut reminding your Lord- 


ſhip's, what muſt adminiſter a great deal f 
Grief and Reſentment ; as it will do to all, 


who have any due Regard to the Honour 


of the Chriſtian Name in general, and par- 
ticularly to the reformed Proteſtant _ Reli- 


gion, and tliat main ſupport of it, the Church 


many of the Inferiour Clergy. 
The late violent Proceedings, in which, 
amongſt the Diſcouragements loaded upon 
all who were Friends to the Proteſtant Suc- 
Succeſſion, the Diſſenters had their ſhare5 


/ England. And that is the Condu& of 


feemed to let looſe ſuch a Spirit of Bitter- 


neſs and Envy, that when the Civil Power 
had laid in Chains almoſt half the Nation, 
under a Notion of ſecuring the Church, and 


diſabled them from ſerving their Country, 


the Pulpits were Rung againſt the Difſen- 
ters, and they were Pronounced upon by 
| ſome, of more Zeal than Knowledge or Cha- 


fity, as Perſons not -y conſignable to _ 
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nal Damnation hereafter, but as not fit to 
12 the common Priviledge of Society 
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as, may both retrieve the loſt Honour of 
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dur Religion, and our Country, and con- 
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has” 


tribute to the Strength and Authority of 
the Government. 

We cannot be in pain about, what Side 
your Lordſhips will determine on, in this 
Affair, when your Lordſhips come to con- 
ſider likewiſe, that this miſchievous Divi- 
ſion of the Nation, has not only 1 
ed all mutual Charity, and, under t 
Name of a Church, brought a Reproach 
upon Religion, but alſo even broke thoſe 
_ within the Pale, into the moſt unchriſtian 
Treatment of one another. The Preachers 
of Peace, Charity, and good Works, 5 
ſtigmatized with Ny of Reproach, 
Falſe Brethren, and Betrayers of their Or. 
der; and what is the more ſurpriſingly 
: remarkable, is, that One who now does 
Honour to the Bench your Lordfhips fit 
on, as well as to the Proteſtant Name in 
general, notwithſtanding he is owned by 
all the World, to have beſt vindicated 
your Order, and the Church of England, 
as by Lu Eſtabliſned, of any yet, a- 
gainſt all its Enemies, and particularly 
Presbytery; yet, even this Perſon is re- 
viled by ſome of the ſame Church, and 
ſuggeſted by them to their Hearers, to 
be any thing that way excite their Paſſions 
and Indigna: ion; and, tho' with tlie utmoſt 
: Inconfiſtzncy ard Contradiction, will ſome- 
times have him to be a Precbyterian, and at 
| hee! a e or W beſt gives 
3 E 8 5 5 8 


Vent. to their preſent Diſpoſition of Wrath 
towards him. Little beiter has it likewiſe 
fared with another of your Lordſhips Sta- 
tion, whoſe Miniſtry and Example, for ma- 
ny Years, in the City of London, ſupported, 
amongſt thoſe under his Care, a lively 
Senſe of Piety, and brotherly Love; and 
_ warmed every attentive Hearer with the 
Charms of Religion and Vertue; yet ſince 
this worthy Perſon, and exemplary Chri- 
ſtian, has, by the Favour of his Sovereign, 
been raiſed to a Station, wherein he has 
judged it his Duty to cultivate ſuch Prin- 
clples, with Relation to Government, that 
do no quadrate with the Ap prehenſionsof 
ſome of the inferiour Clergy, who are ve- 
hement for ſomewhat they call a Church; 
he is treated by them in a manner, that 
puts not only Chriſtianity, but eyen Hu- 
manity,. to the Blüſw. N 
Since therefore bk. ſource of theſe Miſ- 
_chis'5, and Stains to the Chriſtian Name, 
_muſt* be too qotoriouſly manifeſt, to your 
_ Lordihip's to have had their Riſe, from the 
Diſtinctions which a falſe Policy, and not 
the! Nifferences of Truth and Error, have 
made in the Kingdom; it is, even with 
Aſſurancę, that we promiſe our ſelves your 
_ Lardlhip's Application to, and Concurrence 
with proper Meaſures to heal ſuch unhappy | 
Breaches. And more eſpecially roo when it 
is conſidered, how much theſe Diviſions 
weaken that Power, which is the main ſup- 
CCW port 
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cCing again all his Majeſty's Proteſtant Subjects, 


He l 

port of chewhole Conſtitution; and that, be- 
"cauſe not only the Security of the Nation, 
but particularly thatof the Church of England, 
are only to be reſtored and encreaſed, by pla- 


upon an equal Foot of Capacity for Civil 
: Employs, your Lordſhip's will encourage 
and expedite the Removal of thofe Inca- 
pacities which in a few Years have done ſo 
much; enn ER 


A little more of your Lordſhips Pa- 
tience, we muſt yet crave, not ſo much 
to remind your Lordſhips of the reaſona- 
ble Explanations, lately given, by One up- 
on your'own Bench, concerning the Na- 
ture and Obligations of Civil and Religi- 
ous Tefts, as to take this Opportunity of 
recommending them to the Acquaintance, 
and ſerious Attention of all Perſons what- 
ſoever; and this, with the moſt- humble 
Submiſſion, we beg Leave to do; becauſe 
it is of no ſmall Moment in this Debate, 
to determine nicely what Teſfs+ a Civil 
Community can demand for Pledges: of Fi- 
delity from her Members, and what is not 
in her Power to convert to ſuch Purpoſes, 
That Great Prelate tells us, that 'an Oath 
ſuppoſes the Exiſtence of a Being, or many 
_ Beings, who will avenge: and punifh Perju- 
ry; and therefore that it is the beſt-Inſtru- 
ment which Men could contrive for the 
 Jexvice of humane Society, in Caſes of 
„ 2 ; M7 LED | | Property, 


CF 

Property, Life, and Death. That it is con- 
ttrived for the Service of humane Life, in 
this World, as the beſt Methods of finding 

out Truth, and ſecuring Juſtice, in Caſes 

relating to Subjects; and of carrying for- 

f ward 7 the Ends of Government, when N is . 75 

required as a, Security for Men who are 

entering into ſubordinate Offices; without 

whole Help, the ſupreme Magiſtrate can 


-c > 3 


neither ſupport himſelf, nor protect the 


Rights of private Men. That the End of 
it is wholly ſecular and worldly: , And 
that in Caſes, of Judicature, it is not a Po- 
. litical Tool, and an Engine of State; but 
an Inſtrument of Juſtice, Right, and Truth; 
as the Means of Impartiality, and of Procu- 
ring to every one, what is their Due, dd. 
. what, they have a Right to. But, the Ho- 
ly. Sacrament is entirely religious, and is a 
kart of Worſhip in the Congregations. of 
. Chriſtians. It is a pofetive ; Inſtitution of 
+ our: Lord himſelf; and the. Celebration of 
it, is his Command to his , Diſciples, | Ir 
was inſtituted and ordained.for the more ef- 
fectual: Memory of Him, who brought Life 
and Immortality to Light, and who by bis 
| Deatb.overcame Death. And, conſequently, 
to take This, and to turn it to any other 
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Furpoſes of this Life, is to turn it from its 


: 
8 


Original and Natural Purpoſe, to, or againſt, 
its own. Nature, and contrary to the End 
propoſed by the Ordainer himſelf; and. to 
make a ſolemn Inſtitution of, Religion, ane a 
EB EAT TOC Part 
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© the ſerious Remembrance bf his 
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| Part of Religious Worſhip,. the Means of Pars 


tiality, and of Excluding Men from Civit' 


1 G0. J to which their Inſtitutton Has 0 


more Relation, than the Complexion of a2 
Face, or the Colour of Hair; is what can 
never be juſtified by aty Arg umenits or Con- 
ſiderations whatſoev ned 118 in His Lord 
ſhip's own Words; T0 make the Celebra- 
« tion, of this Inftititibn, Which Mee ry 
ed and confined | y dur Lord himfelf 18 


* the Aſſemblies or urches of Wan | 
© to be tlie Inſtron nt of ſome p 


Sort of Chriſtians (A Well as bf Feb ; 


ky Deiſta, and Infidels) getting into Ca 
8 Hees; : and to be the Bar 3 — other ſorts 
© of Chriſtians ; is debaſing the mofi ſacred 


* * Thing:in the World into 4 nan Tool, an 


an * of Sttae. 


be Thus much, my kak we a not 
forbear offering, with all. Humility, to your 


wiſe Conſideration particularly, becauſe ſome 


Perſons, who, by the Tenour of their Wri- 


tings and Converſation,  ſhew an Oppoſi- 


tion to thoſe Principles which are the Sup- 
port of his Majeſty's Government, and con- 
ſequently the publick Good, have, m a 
very preſumptuous manner, 'promiſcd the 
World your, Loxdſhip's Authority againſt 
taking off thoſe Bonds, which weaken the 


common Intereſt of the Nation ; endanger 


the HD, by Diviſions and Animofities z . 
and 


Fo 


8 
gour and 


when we juſt now have frc 
hat, As none can recomme: 
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